A                         Introduction.
he had dictated an ignominious peace to, and exaqted a
disgraceful tribute from, the helpless  Empress  Irene,
who sat on the Byzantine throne of the Cassars, the
thirty-third successor of Romulus Augustulus, who three
hundred years before had resigned the Roman purple
to  his brother of  the   Eastern   Empire.     The   same
Karun al Rashid, or Aaron the Orthodox, granted the
Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem to Charlemagne, who was
crowned by Pope Leo III. in A.D. 800 as Roman Emperor,
the Abbaside readily overlooking the fact that Charles
had fought against the Saracens of Spain, the kindred of
his blood but the enemies of his house, and rejoicing,
perhaps, at the elevation of the Frankish king to a posi-
tion which implied a necessary antagonism to the Byzan-
tine throne, from which he indeed received tribute, but
which he had by no means conquered.    In A.D. 823 and
827 the Arabs took Crete  and  Sicily and  threatened
Rome, while in A.D.  846 their fleets actually ascended
the Tiber and spoiled the tombs and temples of St. Peter
and St. Paul    The seeds of decay had, however, for
some time been evident among the Muslims, and Jie
Caliphs of Bagdad,, no longer secure  in the love and
obedience of their subjects, introduced into the capital a
Tmkish gMard, composed of hardy youths from the up-
lands of the Oxus, who, either taken in war or bought
for a price, adopted the religion of their masters.    In
A.D. 861 these guards had become dangerous alike to
the Caliphs and to their subjects, as  the  murder  of
Mutawakel proved, and the  approaching  ruin  of the
Saracen Empire was hastened by the excesses of. the
Carmathians, a sect which, like 'the Wahabis, and per-
haps the Babees, would have reformed reforming Islani
with fire   and sword, which took  Kufa, Bussora,  and
Mecca, and caused the throne to tremble to its founda-
tions.   Meanwhile, Africa, like Spain, was lost to  the